In this article, citizenship is considered in its various forms, based on a comparative legal analysis of the texts from the constitutions of Western European countries, taking into account doctrinal developments and the influence of various social phenomena and processes. Being derived from the sovereign public will, citizenship in the constitutional legal doctrine is traditionally treated as a stable legal relationship between a person and a state, expressed in the aggregate of their mutual rights and obligations. An analysis of the constitutional texts of Western European countries showed that citizenship was enshrined in them as a legal relationship, which parties could be states, as well as a state and an individual; citizenship was also enshrined as a constitutional-legal institution with varying degrees of structural and compositional concentration of its norms, as an independent law and a condition for the exercise of other constitutional rights, freedoms and duties. Typical and special constitutional features of the citizenship of Western European countries are shown.
Introduction
Citizenship refers to those capacious legal phenomena, the essence, the features and content of which, while continuing to be of interest for scientists, grow, refined, and revised through the prism of other social phenomena and processes. The analysis of doctrinal sources has shown that theoretical aspects of citizenship [1, 2, 3] and factors of its transformation continue to be developed [4, 5, 6, 7] . New characteristics [8, 9, 10, 11, 12] and the contexts of the study of citizenship are revealed [13, 14] . Although citizenship is associated traditionally with a state [15, 16, 17, 18] , in modern works it is also associated with a group of countries [19] .
Citizenship is applied to the constitutional characteristics of both the state and the legal position of a person. This, together with the sovereign public will, determines its constitutional diversity.
Citizenship has both doctrinal and legal definitions. The constitutional theory treats citizenship, for example, through the person's belonging to a "state" [20, p. 35] and to "the people of a state" [21, p. 81] ; through national identity [22, p. 155; 23] ; through the legal registration of the population of a state and the attribute of state sovereignty [24, p. 81] , through interfacing with the legal provision of constitutional protection of persons under the jurisdiction of a state [25, p.70-73] . Legislative versions of citizenship are reduced mainly to a stable legal connection between a citizen and a state, which is expressed in the corresponding mutual rights and obligations inherent to the parties.
Methodology
The work was based on the dialectical approach to the study of legal phenomena and processes using general scientific (system, logical, analysis and synthesis) and particularscientific methods. Among the latter are formal-legal, linguistic-legal, and comparative-legal, which were collectively used to study the phenomenon of citizenship in its various constitutional hypostases. The focus group comprised 22 Western European states which constitutions were taken from the Internet library "Constitutions of the states (countries) of the world" (http://worldconstitutions.ru/). The choice of this focus group is conditioned by the different forms of government -10 monarchies (Andorra, Belgium, Denmark, Spain, Liechtenstein, Luxembourg, Monaco, Netherlands, Norway, Sweden) and 12 republics (Austria, Germany, Greece, Ireland, Iceland, Italy, Portugal, San Marino, Finland, France, Switzerland) . Such a difference allows one to expect a variety of states' approaches to enshrine issues of Citizenship, which can be referred to as Nationality.
Results and discussion
Let us illustrate some of the revealed constitutional features of citizenship beginning with conceptual preferences. Thus, Article 8 of the Belgian Constitution establishes that "Belgian nationality is acquired, retained and lost on the basis of orders established by civil law". However, this is rather an exception, since in other monarchies the preference is given to the term "citizenship". Thus, the Constitution of the Spanish Kingdom stipulates that "Spanish citizenship is acquired, retained and lost in accordance with law" ( The integral version is implemented in § 92 of the Constitution of the Norwegian Kingdom where both "national subjects" (a) and "Norwegian citizenship" are mentioned (paragraph d).
The "citizenship-nationality" matter is articulated originally in article 9 (1) of the Constitution of the Grand Duchy of Luxembourg "The merit of a Luxembourger is acquired, preserved and lost in accordance with the norms established by civil legislation".
From the above-mentioned constitutional characteristics it follows that the relations concerning citizenship are regulated and specified in the legislative order.
The next hypostasis of citizenship is its interpretation as a legal relationship. In one case, its parties may be the states that agree on, for example, the procedure for resolving conflicts of laws on citizenship [26] , a reduction of statelessness, the citizenship of a married woman, the settlement of multiple citizenship [29] , or dual citizenship [30] . With regard to the latter, we clarify that in Part 3, Article 11 of the Constitution of Spain it is expressly stated that "the State can conclude treaties on dual citizenship with Ibero-American countries or with countries that had or have special relations with Spain". This makes it possible for us to nominate such a legal relationship as constitutional-contractual. There is another approach.
Thus, Article 27 of the Constitution of Malta is illustratively called as "Prohibition of dual citizenship" and describes in some detail all possible cases and corresponding behavior of a citizen and the state in this connection.
In connection with the reduction of statelessness (this is how this state in international acts should be written and called), we note that in Article 16 of the German Constitution it is established: "Loss of citizenship can only follow on the basis of the law, and against the will of the person concerned, only in that case if he or she does not become a stateless person". In the above constitutional dispositions, citizenship is not only an attribute of special legal statuses (president, civil servant, judge, others), but also by qualification requirement.
If we summarize, an analysis of doctrinal sources has shown that citizenship, as an object of legal research, is developed in a classical manner and in conjunction with various social phenomena and processes. The increment of knowledge about citizenship is connected both with new trends in state construction, and with comparative legal interpretations of constitutional provisions that allow us to disclose known and identify its additional facets.
Conclusion
The constitutional aspects of the citizenship of Western European countries are derived from their sovereign public will, manifested in terminology (citizenship / nationality) preferences, structural and compositional (concentrated presentation in an article, group of articles / dispersal over the constitutional text) decisions, status (in relation to general / special constitutional status) and other conjunctions. In addition, citizenship is enshrined in the constitutional texts of Western European countries as an object of legal protection, as a condition for establishing preferences and as a qualification for access to public office.
Being an attribute of a state, citizenship is an object of constitutional-legal (in legal relationships "state-citizen") and contractual-legal (in legal relations "state-state") regulation.
States, at their own sovereign discretion, determine the features, parameters, peculiarities and other characteristics of their citizenship.
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